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Report to: Licensing and 
Regulatory 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Monday 9 
September 2019

Subject: Public Path Dedication – Netherton Lane, Netherton
Report of: Head of Highways 

and Public 
Protection 

Wards Affected: Park
St Oswald

Portfolio:

Is this a Key 
Decision:

No Included in 
Forward Plan:

No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

i. To seek Members’ authority to dedicate a section of Netherton Lane as a Public 
Bridleway and upgrade a section of Sefton Footpath No.14 as a bridleway.  

ii. To modify the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way 
accordingly.

Recommendation(s):

The Chief Legal and Democratic Officer be authorised in conjunction with the Head of 
Highways and Public Protection to:- 

i. Dedicate a section of Netherton Lane as public bridleway pursuant to Section 
1 of the Localism Act 2011 as shown on plan DC1989, to be known as Sefton 
Bridleway No.N14.

ii. Dedicate a section of Sefton Footpath No.14 as a bridleway pursuant to Section 
1 of the Localism Act 2011 as shown on plan DC1991 and to rename it as 
Sefton Bridleway No.N14.

iii. Make the Legal Event Modification Orders under the provisions of Section 53 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to record the additional way as shown 
on plan DC1990 on the Definitive Rights Of Way Map and Statement, the 
change of status of a section of Sefton Footpath No.14 to a bridleway as shown 
on plan DC1992.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

Consideration of rights of way issues fall under the remit of the Licensing and 
Regulatory Committee.
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To recognise the routes as public rights of way and protect the rights of the public to 
the use and enjoyment of these paths. 

Sefton Council fulfils the role of Surveying Authority and as a consequence has a duty 
to continually review the Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way and 
should it become aware of the need to add, alter or remove a Right of Way, make the 
required Modification Order.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

Do nothing and leave the western section of Netherton Lane in its current condition 
and legal status.
 
It has been shown that the path is used and is a valued public amenity and amongst 
other things, provides a means of access to the adjacent Public Footpaths and Pinfold 
Cottage Woodland Park. Dedicating and recording it as a public right of way will protect 
its availability for the public.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

Netherton Lane is already included within the Authority’s maintenance responsibilities 
as landowner and Highway Authority for the section that is Sefton Footpath No.14 
therefore, the proposals will not impose any additional liabilities upon the Council.

(B) Capital Costs

Nil.

  
Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

None
Legal Implications:

See body of the report
Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: Not applicable

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: Not applicable

Commission, broker and provide core services: Not applicable
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Place – leadership and influencer: Not applicable

Drivers of change and reform: Not applicable

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: An improved Rights of Way network 
will help provide sustainable transportation and encourage sustainable travel 
options.  

Greater income for social investment: Not applicable.

Cleaner Greener: An improved Rights of Way network will provide better access 
for all to Sefton’s visitor attractions and promote healthier and more sustainable 
modes of transport.

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 5752/19) and Head of Regulation and 
Compliance (LD 4876/19) have been consulted and any comments have been 
incorporated into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

None

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee / Council meeting.

(Please delete as appropriate and remove this text)

Contact Officer: Brian Goodwin
Telephone Number: 0151 934 3265
Email Address: brian.goodwin@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

The following appendices are attached to this report: 

Background Papers:

Transportation (General Purposes) Sub Committee September 1997 – Proposed 
Dedication of Footpath – Netherton Lane.

Central Sefton Area Committee – June 2014 – Public Rights of Way Dedications – 
Section 1 Localism Act 2011 
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1.0 Background

1.1 As part of the continued development and modification of the highway network 
within Sefton Council, the Transportation (General Purposes) Sub Committee 
in September 1997 resolved to approve the dedication of a section of Netherton 
Lane as a Public Footpath. This was to ensure that the right of way network 
was joined up because the proposed dedication would create access to the 
existing Public Footpath Sefton No.5.    

1.2 The Central Sefton Area Committee, at its meeting of 5th June 2014 re-affirmed 
the resolution of the earlier Transportation (General Purposes) Sub Committee 
and the legal dedication was subsequently made in September 2014.

1.3 It is unclear why the original dedication only included a section of the eastern 
end of Netherton Lane and not its full length and at a meeting of the Merseyside 
Local Access Forum, the members raised this query. They requested that 
consideration be given to the remainder of Netherton Lane being dedicated as 
a Public Right of Way and that the status of the lane be upgraded to bridleway.

1.4 Further to this query the development of the second Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan for the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority, published 
in 2018, included this as an action. 

2.0 Information
 
2.1 With the development of Broom’s Cross Road and the creation of additional 

pedestrian facilities in the area, the proposed dedication of the remainder of 
Netherton as a Public Right of Way would further enhance the connectivity of 
the network. Also, with the housing developments on Northern Perimeter Road, 
Runnells Lane and Lydiate Lane the proposal would improve access to the 
countryside and wider amenities for both new and existing residents.

2.2 Consultation with Sefton’s Asset Property Manager has confirmed that 
Netherton Lane is still within the ownership of Sefton Council. 

2.3 The Localism Act 2011 by virtue of Section 1 – Local Authority’s general power 
of competence, introduced the power for a Local Authority to do anything that 
individuals generally may do. Therefore, it gave the Local Authority the power, 
as any individual landowner would have, to dedicate a path as public. 

2.4 Other issues raised during consultation within the Authority related to incidents 
of anti-social behaviour in the area and illegal encampments. The main concern 
is that there would likely be an increase in the illegal encampments if Netherton 
Lane was opened up at either end. Currently at each end there are metal gates 
or barriers that restrict vehicle access but still enable pedestrian and cycle 
access. As the barriers do not restrict pedestrians and cyclists it is not proposed 
to alter these as part of the dedication. As such the dedication would expressly 
include these access controls as limitations to the right of way. 

2.5 Along the section of Netherton Lane that isn’t currently a right of way, there is 
encroaching vegetation from either side of the lane. This has created an area 
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that isn’t overlooked and is partially enclosed. Following dedication of this 
section the lane would become maintainable by the Council for the purposes of 
walking, horse riding and cycling and as such will require some vegetation 
clearance. In clearing the vegetation and promoting increased use of the lane 
it is expected that the levels of general anti-social will reduce.

 
2.6 Following completion of the dedications, orders to update the Definitive Map 

and Statement (DM) for Public Rights of Way will be required. These are known 
as a Legal Event Modification Orders (LEMO’s). 

2.7 The proposed LEMO for bridleway leading from Brickwall Lane will alter the DM 
Map as shown on Plan No.DC1990 (attached) and alter the DM statement to 
include the following description:  

 Sefton Bridleway No. N14

 Commencing at its junction with Brickwall Lane, point A, O.S Grid 
Reference SD 335030,400449, the way is a tarmac path with a width 
of 8.0 metres running in an east south-easterly direction for a 
distance of 10 metres to a metal access control at point B, O.S Grid 
Reference SD 335038,400445, continuing in an east south-easterly 
direction with a tarmac surface the path 6.0 metres wide for 370 
metres to point C, O.S Grid Reference SD 335392,400339, it then 
continues in an easterly direction for a distance of 45.0 metres as a 
tarmac path with a width of 6.0 metres to point D, O.S Grid Reference 
SD 335437,400339 and then it heads in a north-easterly direction as 
a 6.0 metre wide tarmac path for a distance of 84.0 metres until its 
junction with Sefton No. 5, at point E, O.S Grid Reference SD 
335507,400390.

 The length of the way is 509 metres.

2.8 As a consequence of the proposed dedication and the need to ensure that the 
network is complete it would appropriate to upgrade, by dedication, the existing 
section of Sefton Footpath No.14 from Northern Perimeter Road to its junction 
with Sefton Footpath No.5 to bridleway, as shown on plan No.DC1991.

2.9 The proposed changes to path no.14 will again require alterations to the details 
recorded on the DM. The proposed LEMO for the section to be bridleway will 
alter the DM Map as shown on Plan No.DC1992 (attached) and alter the DM 
statement to include the following description:  

 Sefton Bridleway No. N14

 Commencing at its junction with Sefton Footpath No.5, point A, O.S 
Grid Reference SD 335507,400390, the way heads in a south 
easterly direction is a 7.1 metre wide tarmac path for a distance of 
219.0 metres to point B, O.S Grid Reference SD 335703,400301, it 
then continues as a tarmac path in a south south-easterly direction 
with a width of 7.1 metres for a distance of 10 metres to the gate at 
point C, O.S Grid Reference SD 335710,400292, the way continues 
in a south south-easterly direction as a tarmac path with a width of 
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7.5 metres for a distance of 33 to its junction with Northern 
Perimeter Road at point D, O.S Grid Reference SD 
335723,400262.  

 The length of the way is 262 metres.

3.0 Conclusion
 
3.1 In order to protect the rights of the public and their enjoyment of the rights of 

way network it is considered expedient to dedicate the western section of 
Netherton Lane as a bridleway and to provide a joined up, continuous network 
upgrade a section of Sefton Footpath No.14 to a bridleway.
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